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operations in the field. Delhi, the main centre of the revolt, had
been retaken, and its titular head was a captive about to stand
his trial, but both to the north and south of the middle Ganges
vast tracts of country still remained to be reconquered, and the
rebel forces still in the field were formidable both numerically
and morally. To the north the garrison of Lucknow was still
in great peril, surrounded and beset as it was by a host of
enemies ; to the south the Gwalior contingent, with all Central
India at its back, hovered awaiting its opportunity to strike,
Campbell, undeterred by this menace to his rear, resolved to
deliver his first blow at Lucknow with the main force at his
disposal—a paltry 4000 men—leaving a detachment to guard his
base at Cawnpore. The calculations of time and space were so
nice as to leave no margin for error or ill fortune, but success
deservedly rewarded his courage and vigour. Seven days of
rapid marching and well-directed and stubborn fighting brought
him to the gates of the Residency. The available time and
force was insufficient to allow of anything more than the with-
drawal of the beleaguered garrison with its long convoy of
non-combatants, whose safety was for the moment the general's
first care, and by skilful staff work this was successfully secured.
Hardly was the whole cleai; of the city than urgent news of
imminent disaster at Cawnpore summoned Campbell hurriedly
to retrace his steps. The Gwalior contingent, under the able
leadership of Tantia Topi, had some days before fallen on the
detachment left behind, and driven it back in disorder to the
banks of the Ganges. By forced marches the main army sped
to its rescue, and in a well-fought little action drove the enemy
off in disorder northwards and westwards. The game of
interior lines had been admirably and successfully played to its
conclusion, and it now remained to reap its full fruits. Accord-
ingly Campbell set to work to reconquer the Doab between the
Ganges and the Jumna as a base for further operations. Three
converging columns from Delhi, Cawnpore and Allahabad
moved concentrically on Fatehgarh, encountering little resist-
ance, and by the early weeks of 1858 had completed their
junction and fulfilled their missions as laid down. The rebels
to the south were too cowed to interfere, and Outram, who had
been left to observe Lucknow, effectually prevented any hostile
counter-offensive from Oude.
Campbell's plans now envisaged as the next move the
restoration of British rule in Rohilkhand, but for political
reasons the Governor-General, Canning, preferred as a pre-
liminary the recapture of Lucknow, the loss of which he
considered would be an irreparable blow to the Oude rebels.
Against his own wish, but with complete loyalty, the Com-
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